
 

Book Review Mini-Critique

Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with
general descriptions for the major parts of your
book followed by your Readers' Favorite review.
Although this is just a Mini-Critique, we hope it
will give you an insight into how readers may
view the different components of your book.

These are the opinions of your reviewer, and
although they are not a literary professional,
they are an avid reader of books just like yours.

   
Title:  Escape from Overtwixt

Author:  R. L. Akers

Genre:  Young Adult - Fantasy - General

  
Appearance: The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the

experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter
headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.4

  
Plot: The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and

flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be
consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.

5

  



Development: Development refers to how effectively you told your story or
discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise
and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.

5

  
Formatting: Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way

in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

5
  
Marketability: Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your

target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

5

  
Overall Opinion: The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and

describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.5

  



Review: Reviewed by Ruffina Oserio for Readers' Favorite

Escape from Overtwixt by R. L. Akers is the second book in the
series and an engaging fantasy filled with adventure. The story
thrusts you into a world torn apart by tyranny and introduces
siblings on daring quests. You’ll enjoy following Nachton, the young
Conjurer, as he survives a deadly encounter with the Vizier. Driven
by grief and a desire for revenge, Nachton embarks on a perilous
quest to understand the true nature of power and magic. Nachton,
Amélie, Cécilie, and Ewan have been successful in many of their
adventures, but now, the others worry about Ewan’s fate. Their
combined efforts aim to rescue Ewan from the Vizier’s clutches,
unraveling mysteries about the realm’s magic and their own
identities along the way. Can they unite all the races of the land to
make a powerful stand against the evil?

R. L. Akers’ epic fantasy tale is beautifully illustrated, and the
images complement the complex worldbuilding. I was immersed in
the world of nilands—floating islands, fortified cities, and
mysterious Shadowlands—which are vividly described to evoke a
sense of awe and danger. The characters are complex and evolving;
Nachton’s growth from a self-assured but naive mage to a wise and
self-aware individual is central to the plot, while Cécilie’s journey
from a frightened girl to a confident princess had me rooting for her
authenticity. The settings, ranging from the majestic Alabaster City
to the ominous Gaoland prison, are meticulously crafted, and I
loved the blend of architecture and culture. Escape from Overtwixt
is a fast-paced and action-packed adventure. The descriptive prose
conjured up vivid imagery in my mind, and this imaginative work
will excite fans of epic fantasy with memorable characters.


